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Goals 

Neonatal resuscitation 

Neonatal cases of positivity/ infection – controversies and confusion 

Room-in or room-out 

Breastfeeding / expressed breast milk / alternatives 

Parental visitation / follow up 

Recent registry results 
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Characteristics and controversies of neonatal cases  
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What is the 
confusion? 

Testing guidelines are “inconsistent and not 
evidence informed” 

Majority suggest testing at 24 hours but 
then discounts cases based on delayed 
testing 

Antibody testing lacks validity 

If we do not test – we will not know 

https://doi.org/10.1111/aogs.13870 

Skin-to-skin 

The virus is known to transmit with direct contact 

Discussion would need to happen with mothers prior to birth as to preference 

Immediate skin-to-skin is important for many parents 

Advised to not continue especially if mother is having cough/sneezing 

Room-in or 
Room-out? 

Separation: Spain, USA (CDC), 
USA (AAP), China, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, South Korea 

Co-location: South Africa, 
Sweden, UK, USA (AAP), Canada, 
Italy 

Case by case: Switzerland  

https://doi.org/10.1111/aogs.13870
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What do we offer? 

Suggest mother and baby 
not be separated 

Precautions:  

• Mask 

• Hand and breast hygiene 

• Keep baby 6 feet away in-between 
feeds 

• Watch for signs and symptoms of 
infection 

Separation 

If mother is unwell – needs to be 
admitted to medicine ward or ICU 

If chosen by mother – separate, non-
contact alternate care provider in hospital 

and home 

EBM after precautions / formula 

Is virus or 
antibody 
present in 
breastmilk? 

So far samples have been negative 

No one has reported presence of antibody 
in breast milk yet – active area of research 

Breastfeeding 
/ EBM / 
Alternatives 

Allow BF, EBM: 
Australia, Canada, 
France, India, Italy, 

Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, UK, 

USA (CDC) 

Allow EBM but no 
BF: USA (AAP), 

Japan, Saudi Arabia  

Pasteurized EBM, 
No BF: China 

No BF, No EBM: 
Singapore, South 

Africa, China 

Management in NICU 

Contact droplet precautions 

AGMP – airborne precautions 

Adapted from Public Health Ontario.  Updated IPAC measures for COVID-19, April 6th, 2020 

Endotracheal intubation, including during cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation 

Cardio-pulmonary resuscitation during airway management 

Open airway suctioning of intubated patients 

Bronchoscopy (diagnostic or therapeutic) 

Autopsy 

Sputum induction (diagnostic or therapeutic) 

Non-invasive positive pressure ventilation for acute respiratory 
failure (CPAP, BiPAP3-5)* 

High flow oxygen therapy (includes heated high flow) 
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Visitation 

Positive parents – not allowed in NICU 

NICU visitation:  

• Only one parent allowed in a given day – door screening 

• No restriction on timing  

• Facilitate contact by the use of electronic medium 

Discharge 

 

Follow up 

Negative or non-suspect – community follow up 

Positive mother (irrespective of baby status) 

• Follow up recommended at 48-72 hours if going home (face to face) 

• Hospitals encouraged to organize follow up 

• Isolation till clearance by public health 

What are we doing to get some answers? 
Registry Website Patient recruitment 

from 

PRIORITY https://priority.ucsf.edu/ USA only 

COVI-Preg https://www.covi-preg.ch International 

PAN COVID https://pan-covid.org International 

MFMU 
  

https://mfmunetwork.bsc.gwu.edu/PublicBSC/MFMU/MFMUPublic/research-projects/ USA   
MFMU sites only 

CHOPAN https://www.covid19chopan.health 
 
  

Australia, New Zealand 
& Pacific region  

UKOSS https://www.npeu.ox.ac.uk/ukoss/current-surveillance/covid-19-in-pregnancy UK only 

ROI COVID-19 https://www.ucc.ie/en/npec/roicovid-19study/ Ireland only 

NethOSS  https://www.nvog.nl/actueel/registratie-van-covid-19-positieve-zwangeren-in-nethoss/ Netherlands only 

CAN COVID-Preg https://ridprogram.med.ubc.ca/cancovid-preg/ 
  

Canada only 
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US – SONPM registry - data so far US – SONPM registry - data so far 
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